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Synopsis

Saint Brendan and the Voyage Before Columbus is a an exciting picture book that introduces
children and their parents to the story of Brendan’s voyage to the land of Tir-na-n-Og, a voyage so
fantastic that many people believed it was only a legend. seas and the sky. As a monk, Brendan
learned about the land of Tir-na-n-Og, the Promised Land of the Saints, and one day he set out in a
sailboat called a curragh to find it. On his journey he and his fellow voyagers encountered a whale,
several islands, an iceberg, and a volcano, before finally reaching beautiful Tir-na-n-Og, where
painted saints (Native Americans) greeted him in peace. Brendan returned home with the
understanding that his adventures, good and bad, had brought him closer to God. In a postscript the
author links Brendan with Columbus and with modern sailor Tim Severin, who in 1976 retraced
Brendan’s route in a replica curragh using Brendan’s Navigatio as his guide. incredible adventures
as he journeyed to America in the sixth century. It will make wonderful reading for children, who will

be excited to learn about this saint after whom so many are named.
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Customer Reviews

Many parents want to teach their children the importance of identifying and pursuing their dreams
and the value of a strong faith in God. In the new book Saint Brendan and the Voyage Before
Columbus (Paulist Press, December 2004, paperback, 32 pages) author Dr. Mike McGrew and

illustrator Marnie Saenz Litz share the story of St. Brendan and his legendary voyage to North



America.Through lyrical prose and vivid illustrations, this book recounts the life history of Saint
Brendan, the Irish monk who spread the message of Jesus Christ in his own land of Ireland and,
legend states, beyond to the land of Tir-na-n-Og and to its native "painted saints", a thousand years
before Columbus set sail for North America. Whether fact or fiction, Brendan’s voyage has sparked
the enthusiasm and adventurous spirit of many, including sailors who count him as their patron
saint.The great value in providing children with the images of concrete role models is that it helps
them see that they too can capture their dreams. McGrew shares Saint Brendan’s story with zeal
and energy, stressing the saint’s reliance on God’s protection and his appreciation for God’s hand in
the nature surrounding him and in his brother monks. Children who might not sit still for a dry
recitation of the facts of a saint’s life will be drawn in and inspired by this book and its message to
trust in God and pursue your dreams. Aimed at children ages four through eight, the book will also

be enjoyed by older adventurers and those interested in the lives of the saints.

Lesser known Saint, happy to see there was a good book on him for kids to read. Lessons to be
learned in this book! Pictures were good, 3 and 4 year old loved it. Easy to read, | felt it was in depth

enough about St. Brendan;s life to give them a good idea of who St. Brendan was.

A beautifully illustrated book, Dr. McGrew did a wonderful job telling the story of St. Brendan in a

way that is thorough, yet succinct. It is a book that both parent and child can enjoy.

| read this book to my children and they loved it. | even learned something new. | really enjoyed it.
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